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Geta enjoyed by his recent elevation to the rank of Augustus; nor
did the brothers require the added motive of jealousy for hating
one another. Such was their mutual dread and animosity that they
themselves proposed, according to Herodian, that they should be
separated by the waters of the Propontis, with Europe and North
Africa to be ruled by Caracalla, the Asiatic provinces and Egypt
by Geta1, But this was not to the mind of their mother, who felt
their proposed partition of the Empire like a threat of personal
mutilation to herself, and who seems to have believed that she
could maintain between them some semblance of the 'Concordia'
which the coinage still proclaimed. Her sons were under no
illusion as to each other's intentions, and they took their precautions
accordingly* At the end of February2 212, however, Geta was
persuaded to meet his brother in their mother's apartment in the
palace, where Caracalla, by pretending a desire for reconciliation,
had induced Julia to call them together. Centurions whom he had
instructed entered the apartment, and when Geta ran to his mother
for protection he was murdered in her arms. If any of the frontier
armies were inclined to show hostility to Caracalla, they soon
thought better of it3. In Italy the Alban legion threatened trouble
for a moment, but it was quieted by a promise of increased pay.
It would be influenced also by the decided attitude of the Prae-
torians, who were persuaded by a liberal donative to recognize
Caracalla as sole emperor. The Senate could do nothing but
accept Caracalla's story of a plot formed against his life by Geta.
To celebrate his escape from this alleged plot he issued an edict of
amnesty in favour of all who, for whatever reason, had been con-
demned to exile4, but Geta's associates, and many who were merely
suspected of looking upon his murder with disfavour, were treated
as his accomplices and put to death. Among them was the jurist
Papinian. The agents of the imperial secret service, the speculators
and frumentarii) spread everywhere a sense of insecurity by an
assiduous espionage5. Geta's name was ordered to be erased from
all monuments6, and the surviving inscriptions of the period testify
by their mutilation to the rigour with which the order was
executed.
1 Herodian iv, 3, 5-9         2 Dio Lxxvin, 2, 5 with S.H.A, Geta 3, I.
3  In inscriptions of 212-3 there are protestations of loyalty from several
frontiers, including the British frontier, for which see E. B. Birley, Arch..
Ael 4th ser., xi, 1934, pp. 127-31.
4  Dio Lxxvin, 3, 3; Mitteis, Chrest. 378; Dig. L, 2,3,15 Cod.
61, i.                                           5 Dio LXXVUI, 17, 1-2.
6 See Volume of Plates v, 230, g.